HUS1ABS
Developing an essay plan

Once the essay topic has been selected, the three main parts of the question will also have been identified, i.e., the words relating to the direction, topic and limits, presented here:
	
	Direction
	Topic
	Limit

	Question (1)
	Discuss
	One of the weekly topics or films
	with reference to Aboriginal people’s contribution to Australian society

	Question (2)
	Evaluate
	Indigenous knowledge and education practice
	Aboriginal educators; Aboriginal education

	Question (3)
	Analyse
	impact of institutionalisation on Aboriginal people.
	Institutionalisation of Aboriginal people brought about by govt policy



For Question (1), you are being directed to discuss one of the weekly topics, and so there is some more fine-tuning to do – hence why I have requested you to contact me when you have selected the material you want to write about.
I refer back to the document on LMS entitled ‘Academic Writing: A Guide to Writing an Essay’.  So far we have covered the first two sections (above), and this week we need to work on Sections 3 and 4.
First, Brainstorming, read over these sections in the Guide.  We need to start writing down ideas that respond to the constituent parts of the essay question.  In terms of the argumentative (or rhetorical) approach, ask what kind of ways will I write my response?  For Question (1), we are asked to ‘discuss’, which involves presenting and explaining in some detail and with reference to published academic texts, the range of subject matter of the essay.  For Question (2), ‘evaluate’ means making judgements based on argument and evidence; and for Question (3), ‘analyse’ means to present the factors or criteria of the subject and demonstrate how they relate to each other.  (See the Guide for information on these.)
Write down on a blank sheet of paper the main points and notions that you can come up with when thinking about the question.  It might help to use the words ‘what’, ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘who’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ to get into the question.  Then try to order those thoughts into themes or broader concepts or ideas – see Section 4 in the Guide, entitled ‘Structuring an Outline’, specifically ‘grouping’, ‘thematising’ and ‘structuring’.  When we fill in the blank spaces on a sheet of paper or whiteboard, we can build a ‘mind map’ or ‘concept map’ of the question.  (For more detailed information and instructions on making mind maps, see Buzan as well as this Wikipedia article.)  A mind map should ultimately include all the main points that will be presented in the essay, so it can be revisited and added to as we refine and research the topic.  Have a look at the example in the Guide, see if you can develop a plan of similar length as the one in the example.  Then once we have as much as we can think of covered (and perhaps in a later session) start to group them together into relevant themes and sub-topics.  The mind map is one way of getting your thoughts down on paper so that you can develop a plan of all the main points, including ones that may be added to or discarded later.
Research.  While for each essay topic there are good academic texts available through LMS (as part of the weekly readings) to get you started, building a body of texts that you can rely on to inform your work is a key part of essay writing.  There will probably be several texts cited in these readings that will go into the detail you need for your topic – look them up as you come across them.  So these will provide a good start for you, but we all need more texts than are readily available through the course LMS.  Use your plan or mind map to generate useful search terms. 
Once you have a series of dot-points representing the main points for the essay (whether in a mind map format or simply as a list of related headings and subheadings), then you will be in a better position to research other relevant published material.  Use the dot-points to make subject search terms that can be entered into the La Trobe University Library (or Google Scholar) search bar.  Remember if you are using Google Scholar to log in with your La Trobe login so that the site gives you free access right away.
See Section 5 in the Guide, ‘Researching and Reading’, and as you work through the material returned through your searches you will be able to add notes to your outline.  You will also be able to refine your outline into something resembling a proper plan of the essay you will write.  Experiment with ordering the sections in different ways until you are happy with the logical and argument flow.  See Section 6 of the Guide, ‘Refining your Outline’.
Remember too as you research your topic to read actively.  That is, you will need to get across a range of material, not all of which will be relevant to your topic, so always read the abstract, introduction and conclusion first to ascertain that this is a useful text.  See the document entitled ‘Active Reading’.  
Once these stages have been worked through – and you will probably need to revisit various stages as you work – you will be ready to start writing a first draft.  And keeping in mind that we want to commence this by the start of Week Six, it is important that you develop your ideas into an outline or plan this week.
